McLeland-Wieser: Identity of George Schwartz on 1820 Clark IN census Date: July 2021

Date: 30 July 2021
Report to: my files/blog

Subject: George Schwartz, aged 45 or older appears on the 1820 Clark County, Indiana census with a
male age 16-25 in Utica township. A George Schwartz "of Pennsylvania" purchased lot 12 in Utica City in
1819. In 1850 a household of 2 George Schwartz both born Pennsylvania and clearly father and son is in
Utica, Clark County Indiana. The older one in born about 1789 and the younger about 1833. Are these
all the same men? Are they related to the John, Michael and Christian Swartz of Clark County, Indiana.

Known Associates:
1. John Miller (seller of lot 12 in 1819 and possibly neighbor in 1830 census in PA)
2. P.B. Dorser (seller of lot 32 in 1825)
2. Other George Schwartz (see census analysis)
3. Susan Sweeney — wife of George W. Schwartz jr.

Repository or Online DB/site: FamilySearch Library and databases and Ancestry.com

Caveats or Limitations: There is a very limited amount of time available for this project — maximum 10
hours.

Background Information: in 1820 there appears on the federal census of Clark County, Indiana in Utica a
George Schwartz age at least 45 with a small household consisting of a male born 1795-1804 a female of
the same age and two young males born after 1810. In 1819 George Schwartz of Pennsylvania bought
Lot 12 in Utica City from a John Miller. In 1825 George Schwartz buys lot 32 in Utica City, Clark County
Indiana. No George Schwartz appears in Clark County or nearby counties in 1830 or 1840, except for
Rev. George Swartz son of John Swartz sr. and born 1803.

Clark County, Indiana Deeds
John Miller to George Schwartz of Pennsylvania — lot 12 in Utica (city), Clark County, Indiana, 19 Nov
1819 - see attachment page 9.

Comments and Evaluation —

John Miller is of Clark County, Indiana while George Schwartz is of Pennsylvania. No occupation is given
for either man, however we can assume that Schwartz is not buying a farm since this is a town lot and
quite near the waterfront within Utica City. This places him quite a distance from the farms of Michael
and John Swartz even though they are in the same township. This distance on modern roads/maps is
about 5.5 miles which is a significant distance in a period in which Clark County had few roads.

P.B. Dorser to George Schwartz — lot 32 in Utica(city), Clark County, Indiana, 14 Feb 1825
(Clark County, Indiana, Deed records 1801-1901, vol 24, pg 7; P. B. Dorser to George Swartz warranty
deed, 17 Feb 1825, recorded ??? ; Family History Library film 1428598 item 3, DGS 7857086.)

Comments and Evaluation

The page on which this deed is recorded is missing from vol 24 of the Deeds of Clark County, Indiana.
The volume begins with a few index pages — only the grantor section of the index, the grantee section is
missing. And then the deeds themselves begin with page 10 and that page is extensively damaged, both
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with water marks and missing chunks of the page. All the previous pages have clearly been removed
from the volume. This is perhaps the result of the 1930 Ohio River Flood which caused great damage to
many Clark County records, especially older records which may have been stored in a basement level.
No other known copy of the deed exists, and the deed is not referenced in the next sale of the lot in
1869. It would have been very useful to know if George Schwartz the purchaser is called sr. or jr. and if
he is still "of Pennsylvania."

Clark County, Indiana Marriages
George W. Schwartz and Susan Sweeney, 6 Aug 1857 — see attachment page 11.

Comments and Evaluation—This marriage is 7 years after the 1850 census appearance of the two
Georges. It seems likely that this is the younger George and that this is his first marriage based on his
age on the 1850 census. Note that the minister who married the couple is not one associated with the
Methodist Church but more likely with the Reformed Church or possibly the Presbyterian Church. If this
George is closely related to the other Schwartz families of Clark County, it is unusual for him not to be
associated with the Methodist Church.

Census Comparison
for individual census under comparison see attachments pages 3-7

Comments and Evaluation
Note that ages given on census are notoriously unreliable, however, they do provide a rough baseline for
comparison on individuals.

Census Location Household Birth Other Birth Comments
Year Head year/Place adult year/Place
males
1820 Clark, IN George Bef. 1775 1 1795-1804
Schwartz
1820 Cumberland, PA George Bef. 1775 3 1795-1804 Perhaps 1 of these
Schwartz 3 is the younger
man in Clark
County, IN
1830 Clark, IN NA
1830 Cumberland, PA Geo 1790-1800 1 1815-1820
Schwartz
1840 Clark, IN NA
1840 Cumberland, PA NA
1850 Clark, IN George c. 1789/PA George c. 1833/PA Weaver/blacksmith
Schwartz Schwartz
1860 Clark, IN George c. 1832/PA George c. 1789/PA Blacksmith/weaver
Swartz jr.. Swartz sr.
1870 Clark, IN George W. c. 1832/PA Blacksmith
Swartz jr. 1868 George sr.
deceased per will

It seems possible/probable that highlighted individuals are the same person — however the George
Schwartz born before 1775 on either the Clark County, Indiana or Cumberland County, PA 1820 census is
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not the same person on the 1830, 1850, 1860 and 1870 censuses. The age difference is simply too great
even allowing for vagueness regarding ages.

Occupations in 1850-1860 indicate the two George's in Utica are town dwellers not living on farmland.

There are several George Schwartz/Swartz/Swarts in the 1830 census of Pennsylvania. This particular
household is of interest for 2 primary reasons.
a) East Pennsboro, Cumberland County was the previous residence of John, Michael and
Christopher Swartz of Clark County
b) The 1830 George Schwartz of East Pennsboro has a neighbor named John Miller, the same name
as the individual who sold the land in Clark County, Indiana in 1819. And while John Miller is a
common name, it is also possible that it is an anglicized version of Mueller and that Germanic
name appears in Cumberland County, records as an associate of Schwartz relatives. Complicated
but of interest. There is a John Miller resident in Clark County in 1850 who was born in
Pennsylvania.

Clark County Probate and Wills
George Swarts will, vol E, pg 117+, written 22 Jan 1868 proved 17 April 1868 — see attachment page 9.

Comment and Evaluation

Sometime in the first quarter of 1868, George Swarts died in Clark County, Indiana. He left a brief and
very straightforward will. After payment of his debts all the rest of his estate is left to his son George
Swarts. The executor named is not a known family member, but Mitchell P. Howes was a well-known
resident of Utica City and had been named postmaster in 1866. They were probably both members the
Christian Church of Utica.

Identification of this George Swarts with the George Swartz sr./George W. Schwartz sr. of the 1850-1860
is based on the 1870 census where George W. Schwartz, blacksmith, with wife Susan and children heads
a household in Utica but the household no longer includes George sr., weaver.

Clark County, Indiana Deeds
George W. Swartz jr. and wife Susan to Eliza Gunter, lot 12 & 32 in Utica (city), Clark County, Indiana, Oct
1869 - see attachment page 10.

These deeds complete the circle — George W. Swartz jr. and wife Susan sell Lot 12 & lot 32 to Eliza Gunter
in October 1869. There is no indication of how George and Susan came by these lost. No memorial of
ownership, it is a very simple warranty deed. However, given that George has just inherited the entire of
estate of his father George Swartz and that a George Swartz purchased Lot 12 in 1819 and a George
Schwartz purchased lot 32 in 1825, it is evident that George has inherited these lots.
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There are some odd features of this and the matching deed from Eliza Gunter to Susan Schwartz made
the same day. Both the sale and then the "resale" are for the nominal sum of $1. The deeds are very
basic with almost none of the legal language used by lawyer drawn-up deeds. and with no legal
description of the land except for the Lot number. Perhaps there is a relationship between Susan and
Eliza, but 1 am not aware of a potential connection. Eliza Gunter is a Prather by birth,? but she had no
sisters or close cousins named Susan and no connection that I've been able to find to the Sweeney
family.

Analysis and Conclusion —

The George Schwartz(1), aged over 45, who appears in the 1820 census as a head of household, is not
the George Schwartz(2) who bought the Utica City lots in 1819 and 1825. It is highly probable that the
George Schwartz who bought the lots is the younger man in this household, aged between 16-25. That
Georges Schwartz(2) and his probable father are enumerated twice in the 1820 census, first in
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania and then much later in the year in Clark County, Indiana. Sometime
between 1825-1830 the household returned to Cumberland County, Pennsylvania. Perhaps they
returned after the death of George Schwartz(1), however this speculation. No burial for George
Schwartz(1) has been found in either Clark County (and surrounding counties) Indiana or Cumberland
County, Pennsylvania. George(2), a weaver by trade, remained in Pennsylvania where his son George
jr.(3) was born about 1833, Shortly before 1850 George(2) and George jr.(3) moved to Utica City, Clark
County, Indiana. He remained in Clark County, Indiana until his death in 1868. No record of his burial
has been found. His son George W. jr.(3), blacksmith, married in 1857 in Clark County, Indiana and lived
there until at least 1870. Before 1880 he and his small family moved to Evansville, Vanderburgh County,
Indiana where he died in 18822 and is buried. Evidence from George jr.(3)'s marriage and inferences
drawn from George sr.(2)'s will indicate the family was more likely Reformed or Christian Church
members rather than Methodists like the other Schwartz/Swartz families of Clark County.

George Schwartz(1) born no later than 1775 is unlikely to be the brother of John and
Christian/Christopher Schwartz/Swartz. According to Eberhardt> George son of John and Elizabeth Swartz
was born about 1775, however all the information Eberhardt gives for George's life is incorrect so her
birthdate for him is also suspect. There are no hints in 3 Schwartz/Swartz men that brother George had
moved to Clark County or that one of his descendants had lived in the county for many years. She
believed he had moved to Fairfield County Ohio and died there by 1820 but that George Schwartz is
conclusively proven to be unrelated to the family of John and Elizabeth Schwartz of East Pennsboro,
Cumberland County, PA. George Schwartz(2) and his son lived in Utica City and belonged to a different
church. They don't appear to have interacted with John or Christopher Swartz's descendants (John and
Christopher were both dead by 1850 when George Schwartz (2) reappears in Utica City on the census.)

1 Clark County, Indiana, Indiana Marriages, 1802-1892, 1840; Elizabeth Prather and William Gunter, database;
Ancestry, (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60282/ : 2 Feb 2021); Indiana, Marriages, 1810-2001. Salt
Lake City, Utah: FamilySearch, 2013.

2Find a Grave, George W. Swarts memorial 132193366, Oak Hill Cemetery, Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana;
Findagrave.com (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132193366/george-w-swarts : 23 Feb 2021.)

3 Elise Swartz Eberhart, Three Swartz/Schwartz Men of Floyd and Clark County, Indiana (Indianapolis, Indiana: Ye
Olde Genealogie Shoppe, 1986.
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Further Research —

Are there additional records that can provide further clarity on the period between 1825-1830 in Clark
County, Indiana? Perhaps County commissioners records? There do not appear to be any records
specific to Utica City at this period (or indeed for most of the nineteenth century.) Tax records for this
period do not exist or are not known to the County staff or the members of the Clark County Historical
Society. What possible records could clarify the period between 1830-1850 in Cumberland County,
Pennsylvania? The Triannual tax records for East Pennsboro may be useful if they exists (not all of these
records exist for Cumberland County townships)

Working Hypothesis

The George Schwartz born before 1775 in Clark County, Indiana in 1820 is a cousin of John, Christian and
Michael not a brother of John and Christian. He left very little record in Clark County but may have died
there. His son George Schwartz who was "of Pennsylvania" when he purchased land in 1819, but in his
father's 1820 Clark County, Indiana census household, moved back to East Pennsboro Cumberland
County, Pennsylvania between 1825 — 1830. He remained there until, as a widower, he and his only
surviving child moved back to Clark County, Indiana where he was enumerated on the 1850 and 1860
census. He died in 1868. His son George W. Schwartz jr. inherited his property in Clark County which he
sold in 1868. George and his family moved to Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana where he died in
1882. There is no evidence to connect him to Sarah Ann Schwartz who married in Clark County, Indiana
in 1839 and in fact his absence from the county in 1840 is strong negative evidence supporting this
conclusion.
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1820 Federal Census, Utica Township, Clark County, Indiana, population schedule, pg 10, George
Schwartz, digital image; Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : 14 January 2021); citing National Archives
micropublication M33 roll 13.
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1820 Federal Census, East Pennsboro, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, pg 76

(strikethrough), George Schwartz, digital image; Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : 14 January 2021); citing
National Archives micropublication M33 roll 102.
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1830 Federal Census, East Pennsboro Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, population schedule, pg 126
(stamped), Geo. Schwartz, digital image; Ancestry (www.ancestry.com : 14 Jan 2021); citing National

Archives micropublication M19; Roll 150.
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b
N
e
N
N
®
Ny
2
X
\
'E
E‘

7 o slire e M s Do oy o o

- Fee aree A ia ke

o Gard B Ll

,4?, e ,.{,4.,, A ,/..e, avinss af fdirn see e

()Jr{l‘r e rd e X AE /(',W.-:’/.-rwm- :y.,sﬁ', - f.‘iﬂy

// et /f y’ A el 2 Brirenris Atmone
L :

« (641{/ ’/)/~4 1-}«;1 g P T (4;/{?'
o Foe por=s 5ot e pedst adime af aree Aewarodecd
ARP e G sree ol /-'z‘:. Dteatins € Fadmre s m/.),‘./ P
ey ’:/ B iy /',.,d/&‘-aei A e ol az*V
6 Foreti n,,,_m,/,{/,/) #pﬁ' PBraas £D f-r«sdh--"d"’

4
LN i /, e /[IJ(-V = (_/.A‘ ,)/,;”//.c.—)“.m- aade
el piap i, /rn’)’?(pyfr eIy f R ’,[f__”‘l o, Sk
/}---’/{w'ﬁ Grecor Alic Gheddcsn lhaetse 1 ,,\,(,(g//,,,,‘/

i
Hedicad /‘ﬂ;; Rbrs e .ua,z Ao A ,/_u-—” ?//// PR
A -'fh!v fﬁmr/ﬂ;u e ’/(wmaanm’ o ey

;
& .
e Fute love sre e hewse of Golbin. Haconriiti

J/: S0 ool bif) free O

""{ ff/ﬁ-th!r{ /:;77 o
Ja S _é/,/ e ﬁA” 8 ke @ Caeirac ,/1(,5”//).“("

Mrcaitir
s ¥ Fer e ?,/’(” //v( b ’(/,}.; ,,,,,,,z
/

/&r P -
Carct o
debed ay /gg« Hros
- 24 e b HE
arke) fo /f
(o fbcel Lo <
/ e ﬂt//l.r(.f( a2 firecod doie AE

/ / Lo g /-,,”‘,r. Garaesl o1
Fele Meitscmond prory . i
é/y A lQrns Lo Miree sreid /,.z%/r A giec)

S fascos boed die i 5, CHiles plud puciire

e it

FYVE g : ¥ :

ey Aipte (o0 ¥ e

s
f-'lu( dete ) z/,,y,? Hae

L
""’“‘f s ighe o /p.u/g 2 o5d) Koesd

Bt et aseotir ,/,,(A. {.,f,.“-.m
retenfie /j,,// e
e -"/J/’(Jﬁ,-rf( P -/}_,9/).4’

< odftce '”’/“’” rasce /(’ﬁa(:uu
aeed ial Moo e

Zere) Sl
LR Hp ,w«?/{-r ceee

(2
(A220 Lrsraen, Sfere a3,

%//t (’,‘

T

£, 8 - IJ‘A” el le e LR F e e F
./.f{ff c.,('/(n/,,: @D '.;,z,':/m,/,,“ A L
Ldeed 4’!!—((-’( O eyt #’ZLH«.«) /‘,,_/ ot paru/r’//h'!"'
/)//’ 7/4141-'.«:"‘1; LEPIAD

fite rnrr.r////r{ =
oG 2400 i ey e st Z

L 2l e

Date: July 2021

43'-;) Cieeesy Presoec ae sacy M.‘&Z iee. i

VA i AR P Jﬂm?#
s Aetles Son i Hevcits et Fhis Favcot et Lo AL 2u ':'
S oty (Gard sreax /4.(/,( nine D8 one ;

f/l scac e ale® .n() i

St gre /émﬂw 'p/

/,,,,,é
Lr.25

o et ‘-_Jfl

i e |

G af reatesiim BFnehe Facon y,»({‘

/-f;r«r ~>’»’j .ff.t;-mu u’ﬁ /}6)’45:19 Jﬁw_ rest g lrerdiecs a
e (./‘(ﬁ(_t /4 (}’& (‘“"ﬁ’ /z/m.crﬂ’f;’ e e e e
-

A Aie ALt Fare) FoApracerleolped Mt g% M ovinn vl

= K‘dru oAl e @ /rf'/l;;(f‘(r ot zni'é}c-:(mﬁr vt e
,_ﬁ/.’-;/i,um Ahtrciin Some acsrdd Fotieene cowetic vy Frneld

Geed Hal gl Lediiar A .Y)r" («"0’.;.7 af Zraciesidec 1577

//‘tﬂ/ e ,7? 4 _-/7’5#;
A

zﬁ M‘-"MH((M{. PHpeple Sir 2trreet L oISk a/-w;/ o

lacien e it prre fligecrsarse .-.-4 A ,f“,,,/,.,‘ 2E e ;a,, coleise

ﬁ/ Fotittre Apoue Lot ,,/j

P e A
O deese 1 drccd Aale o Apeodiarea .r S pare frae € mod?

{‘0(1’“ 7 r-ru.-j r/ f( .(/xn ﬁ}{»(b’,&/( r/, 73 44{-"/"”[
Mt Pt el e »"L A0 B s fx,ur L .((/d_ §ard pae CAer

&t e o q/ﬂ‘ esae 2 //é, P2 raes olaliags festseac &
Jra >
seey pf/7u //J/z((cf}‘._/,/( e ¥ Jgﬂ,,ﬁ,/éﬂ,,>/{( .
,/wnx o m’ﬂm‘?’ £F Kooty ‘,,,,,,g,,m‘,/u(y“ Lrendt i se )
"’;""“ el rdd e 8 o 4f; S ere ,-Azz)ﬂ;r/r 2 la i A ;)'.wz &
/

Jau; Rirs ) e £ fere A S Faed amse /,{@.nac e led ey

Aois PR e 4.}.., focecice fEAC Flee favin dinet ar fraceet

o Sderec ohdiemtin /}1! Aok fedmy pue ST Saverre ‘,?/(/“"/"""" |
See VL Cteieris of Aok 3000 TR - Arratisnnr 05 il Sl

7 :
Frccavrdice u;a)(‘/j_ Preare W o Lidien D
T‘O(ara!z? -/y i <.,

Cr b o A oot
Ariann § Fyptr %h”d
/ et 7 -m./w,/ ,,/,/..,,,',«..r,? A,m ;/(,’(/g(e-
5

Clark County, Indiana, Deed records 1801-1901, vol 21, pgs 317-318; John Miller to George Swartz
warranty deed, 19 Nov 1819, recorded 27 Nov 1819; Family History Library film1428597 item 5, DGS

7857085.
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Clark County, Indiana, Deed records 1801-1901, vol 60, pgs 570-571, George W. Swartz jr. and wife Susan
to Eliza Gunter, warranty deed, Oct 1869, recorded 30 Oct 1869; FHL film1428625 item 1, DGS 7857101.

Clark County, Indiana, Deed records 1801-1901, vol 60, pgs 570-571, Eliza Gunter to Susan Schwartz
warranty deed, Oct 1869, recorded 30 Oct 1869; FHL film1428625 item 1, DGS 7857101.
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Date: July 2021

Clark County, Indiana, Indiana, U.S., Marriages, 1810-2001: George W. Schwartz and Susan Sweeney, 6
Aug 1857, bk G pg 250; FamilySearch, digital image (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-

X9LS-J6N?i=120&cc=1410397&personalrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AXXLW-RVQ :

downloaded 29 Jan 2021) FHL 1415853 item 1, DGS 4476440.
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